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The Number of 

ALEHOUSES 

Shewn to be 

Extremely Pernicious, &c. 

SIR, 

IS AW a few Years ago, with a 
great deal of Pleafure, in fome 
of the publick Papers, the fol- 
lowing Paragraph, and made a Mi- 
nute of it. " It is faid, a Bill will be 
" brought in the next Seflion of Par- 
" liament, for restraining the Num- 
" ber of Alehoufes within the Bills 
11 of Mortality, and for making all 
" Licences determinable upon the 
" Prefentment of a Grand Jury — 
a which is believed to be the moft 
A 2 " effectual 
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<c effectual Way of removing thofe 
" NufanceSi that have been fo long 
(< a Grievance and Scandal to the 
" Inhabitants of this Metropolis, 
" heretofore efteemed the beft go- 
u verned City in the Univerfe." 
Whether this well intended Bill ever 
appeared, I am not certain — I fear 
not. However, I hope, the noble 
Defign will foon be revived, and 
take Place. And as it is fo notorious •, 
that thewhole Kingdom abounds with 
theyiw^Nufances, every well With- 
er to the Profperity and Honour of 
this Country, would be exceeding 
glad to fee the fame Methods made 
general^ and vigoroufly purfued for 
removing theft alfo, that the whole 
Nation* as well as its Metropolis* 

might 






[s] 

might appear to be the heft govern" 
ed one in the World. So many Ale- 
houfes cannot but be an Offence a- 
gainft the Publick, as being com- 
monly Nurferies of all Sorts of 
Wickednefs and Mifchief. And I find 
in Wood's Inftitutes of the Laws of 
England, that when fet up where 
there is no Occafion for them (as 
Multitudes of them are) they are 
real Nufances, and the Owners of 
them may be indicted and fined. 

It is well known, that the true 
Ufe and Defign of Inns and Ale- 
houfes, is for Lodging and Relief of 
Travellers ; and our Market Towmr 
(plentifully flocked with them) ftand 
fo near together^ as to want little or 

no 
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»(? Affiftancc for this Purpofc. . What 
Need can there be then for our Roads 
being crowded with fo many Ale- 
houfes, and that hardly a poor Vil- 
lage (hould be found without feve- 
ral, tho' it has no Manner of Occa- 
fion or Pretence for more than one, 
if there is really any for that? How 
to account for this, and the amazing 
Number of them, is entirely out of 
my Power, efpecially as the Legijla- 
ture feems to have taken all pojfible 
Care to have no more than are necef- 
fary and ufeful.' This fully appears 
from 2Geo. I J. C. 28. and 26GE0. II. 
Capl 3 1. by which it is provided, that 
no Licence mall be granted to any 
Perfon to keep a common Inn, or 
Alehoufe, but at a general Meeting 

of 
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of the Juftices aSiing in theDiviJton 
where fuch Perfon dwells, that the 
faid Juftices might be truly inform- 
ed as to the Occafion or Want of 
fuch Inns, or Alehoufes, and the Cha- 
raclers of the Perfons applying for 
Licences to keep the fame. And the 
Reafon alledged in thefe Ads for 
fuch Precautions is, becaufe many In- 
conveniences have arifen from Per- 
fons being licehfed to keep Inns and 
common Alehoufes, by yuflices t 
who, living remote from the Places 
of Abode of fuch Perfons, may not 
truly be informed of the above im- 
portant Particulars. And left un- 
neceflary Houfes mould be encour- 
aged, and fet up by Perfons y who 
reap great Advantages from them. 

-By 



[8] 
' — By the fame excellent A& of 26 
Geo. II. Cap. 1 3. No Juftice of the 
Peace being a common Brewer of 
Ale, or Beer, Innkeeper, orDiftiller, 
or a Seller of, or Dealer in Ale, of 
fpirituous Liquors, or interefled in 
any of the faid Trades, or being a 
Victualler, or Maltfter, (hall be ca- 
pable, or have any Power to grant 
Licences for felling Ale, or Beer, or 
any other Liquors; but the fame fhall 
be void. In the mid ft then of fo ma- 
ny admirable, judicious^r/#Laws, 
to prevent the bad Effects of fuper- 
fluous Alehoufes, we want an OlLdi- 
pus to unriddle the Affair, and in- 
form us how it comes about, that 
fuch incredible- Numbers of them 
are found almoft in erery Part 

of 
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of the Nation. I fay almoft, becaufe 
I have known in fome Divifions in 
tbeJVefiy they are not fo common — 
the Juftices (to their great Honour) 
will not permit them. And the Face 
of Things, with refped to Sobriety, 
good Decorum, the religious Obfer- 
-vation of the Lord's Day, infucb Pa- 
rimes is 'quite different from other 
Places where they abound. 

We will fuppofe the principal 
View in granting^ excejfrve a Num- 
ber of Licences, is to advance the 
Revenues of the Crown. But can 
we be driven to anyfuch Extremity, 
or forget, that " it is Righteoufnefs 
" which exalteth a Nation, but that 
w Sin is a Reproach to any People ?" 
B Doth 
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Doth not Wifdom cry, and Un- 
derftanding put forth her Voice? 
" She ftandeth in the Top of high 
" Places — fhe crieth at the Gates — 
" receive my Inftru&ion and not Sil- 
" ver ; and Knowledge, rather than 
" choice Gold. By me Kings reign, 
" and Princes decree Juftice. Riches 
" and Honours are with me — yea 
" durable Riches and Righteouf- 
<c nefs.- — My Fruit is better than 
« Gold, yea than fine Gold, and 
« c my Revenue than choice Sil- 
ver.' 



« — - M 



Nothing can be more certainly 
known than the horrid EffeSis of 
Alehoufes. They ate Receptacles of 

Sots, 



Sots, and the Scum of the Earthy 
who delight in decoying their Neigh- 
bours. " They lay Wait, . as he 
" that fetteth Snares — they fet a 
" Trap — they catch Men." And 
there are but few Alehoufes, but 
what have commonly a particular 
Set of idle, wicked Fellows, that aU 
moft daily frequent them, and as 
often difturb and terrify the Neigh- 
bourhood with their Naife and 
Quarrels, and keep the Streets con- 
tinually-ringing witht their hideous 
Oaths and Imprecations. 

I t is faid, that building a Smith\ 
Forge near aManVHoufe, and. mak- 
ing a Noife with Hammers, &c. has 
been held z,Nufance\ but how in- 
B 2 offenfive 
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offenfive doth this appear, when 
compared to a Publick Houfei which 
is a Shop, an Office, a Warehoufe for 
the Devil, as a very reputable Wri- 
ter calls it?. " 

J have read in $.Law Book that 
ah A&ion lies, for hindering of the 
wholesome. Air.; and likewife for 
corrupting the Air. But how ©ften is 
(his. done in P-ublick Houfifby pro- 
fane, blafphcming, filthy Wretches, 
whofe Breatfo is .corrupt— fw-b© de- 
file the Land. 

. T he y nit even like the Levi- 
athan — out w of theit Noftrils go 
w . Smoke —r tbeir .Breath kindles 
<* Coals; *fc$ * Flattie goeth out 

«of 
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" of their Mouth." Like Solomon % 
mad Man — " they caft Firebrands, 
" Arrows and'Death, and fay, are 
" we not in Sport ? " 

* 

Surelv then there is the ut'moft 
Reafon to expert, that Jo many Ale- 
houfes, wnlefs foon fupprejfed (all 
Laws having proved ineffe&ual to- 
wards regulating and reforming 
them) inftead of firving muft de- 
fir oy the Nation — the Deluge of 
3mpicty, that k fo well known to 
fcrife from tbi^. uarteri muft ine- 
vitably overwhelm it. It is in vain 
to complain of the prefent Over- 
iflowings of Ungodfinefs if we keep 
-openi and Sven multiply the Flood- 
Gates that let them in upon us. 

Freqjjent 



\ 
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Frequent Occasions prefent 
themfelves to, and (as it were) oblige 
the Legiflature (amidft their other 
great national Concerns)to turn their 
Thoughts towards the alarming y yet 
increasing Charge of maintaining 
the Poor of the Kingdom^ and to en- 
quire into the Sources of it. And 
whenever this is done, it cannot but 
-inftantly appear, how much Ale- 
houfes contribute to this heavy, al- 
rrroft infupportable Burden ; and 
how many Families are impoverifhed 
by them. Moft Parifhes will furnifh. 
any good Man, difpofed to fatisfy 
<himfelf, with Inftances enough of 
this Nature, as alfo of the Ruin of 
young Men pf induftrious, credita- 
ble 



'[ »5 1 

ble Families— of Servants, Journey- 
men, and the like, by having fo 
many Opportunities and Tempta- 
tions every where around them. 

The removing therefore of this 
great and manif eft Caufe, mud ap- 
pear ah obvious and very natural Ex- 
pedient towards fpeedily checking 
and leflening the Charge of the Poor, 
fo long and fa much complained of 
by the whole Nation. But without 
doing the one, I fear the other will 
always prove a prepofierous and 
fruitlefs Undertaking. 

It may not become me, indeed, 
in my obfeure Station, to fuggeft fo 
much; and I beg Pardon for the 

Liberty 
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Liberty I have taken. My Apology 
for it is-^-that I was only willing to 
try for the Pleafure, which my con- 
tributing but a Jingle Hint, a bare 
Mite (if I fhould be io fortunate) 
towards abating the raging, ruinous 
Vices of the prefent Times, would 
truly yield to, 

SIR, 

Tour moft humble Servant, 

R.C. 
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APPENDIX. 

Antib 4 Jac. t. Cap, 5. 

An A3 for repr effing thojodious and 
loatbfome Sin of Drunkennefs. 

WHEREAS the loathfomej 
and odious Sin of Drunk- 
ennefs, is of late grown into com- 
mon XJfe within this Realm, being 
the Root and Foundation of many 
other enormous Sins, as Blood lhed> 
Stabbing, Murder, Swearing, Forni- 
cation, Adultery, and fuch like, to 
the great Dimonour of God, and of 
our Nation, the Overthrow of many 
good Arts, and manual Trades, the 
difabling of divers Workmen, and 
7 ' ■ C the 
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the general impoverifhing of many 
good Subje&s, j*bufiyely Wafting the 

good Creatures of God Be it 

therefore eqadjed, by the. King's 
jnoft Excellent Majefty, the Lords, 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 1 
mbns in this prefent Parliament af- 
fembled, and by the Authority of the 
fame, that all and every Perfon,!or 
Perfons which after forty Days next 
following the End of this prefent 
Seilion of Parliament, fhall be drunk 
andof the fame Offence of Drunken- 
nefe /hall be lawfully con vided, {hall 
for. every fuch Offence, forfeit and 
lofe five Shillings of lawful Money 
of England, to be paid within one 
Week next after his, her, or their Con-, 
vi&ion thereof, to the Hands of the 

Church- 
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Churchwardensof thatParifh, where 
the Offence (hall, be committed, 
who fhall be accountable, therefore, 
to the Ufe of the Poor of the fame 
Parifh i And if the laid Perfon, or* 
Perfons (b convi&ed, (hall refufe, 
or riegled to pay the laid Forfeiture, 
as aforefaid, then the fame (hall be 
from Time to Time levied of the 
Goods of every fuch Perfon, or Per- 
fons fo refilling, or neglecting to 
pay the fame, by Warrant, or Pre- 
cept from the lame Court, Judge, 
or Juftices, before whom the fame 
Conviction (hall be : And if the Of- 
fender, or Offenders, be not able to 
pay the faid Sum of five Shillings, 
then the Offender, or Offenders, (hall 
be committed to the Stocks for every 
C 2 Offence, 
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Offence, there to remain by the 
Space of fix Hours. 

And be it ena&cd by the Au- 
thority aforefaid, that if any Perfon, 
or.Perfons, wherefoever, his, or their 
Habitation, or Abiding be, (hall at 
any Time hereafter be found upon 
View, or his o\*n Confeffion, or 
on Proof of one Witnefs, to be tip- 
ling in any Inn, Alehoufe, or Vidu- 
alling-Houfe, fuch Perfon, or Per- 
fons (unlefs it be in fuch Cafe, or 
Cafes, as be tolerated or excepted) 
fo offending, (hall forfeit andlofe, for 
every fuch Offence, the Sum of three 
Shillings and four Pence, of current 
Money of England^ to the Ufe of 
the Poor of the Parifh where the 

faid 



(aid Offence (hall be committed. 
And if he (hall refufe or neglect to 
pay the fame, it (hall be levied by 
Diftrefs, and if he be not able to 
pay the Forfeiture, then the Jufticc, 
or Court where the Conviction (hall 
be, may punifh the Offender, by let- 
ting him in the Stocks for every Of- 
fence, by the Space of four Hours. 
And by the Authority aforefaid, 
All Conftables, Churchwardens, 
Headboroughs, Tything-Men, Ale- 
conners, and Sidefmen, {hall, in their 
feveral Oaths incident to their Offi- 
ces, be charged in like Sort, to prefent . 
Offences contrary to this Statute. 

By 7 J. C 10. i C. C. 4. 

If any Aleboufekeeper (hall be 
convicted of being drunk, he (hall, 

befides 
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fcefides other Penalties, be utterly 
difabled to keep any fuch Alehoufe 
for the Space of three Years, next en- 
fuing the Conviction. 

Recognizance of an Alehoufekeeper 
on 5 and 6 Ed, VI. C. 25 and 
26 G. II. C. 31. 

BE it remembered, that on the 
— : — Day of in the Year 

of the Reign of A. B. of . 

in the County of Alehoufe- 

keeper, and C. D. of Yeoman, 

and E. F. of Yeoman, personal- 
ly came before us Enquires, Juf- 

tices of the Peace for the faid Coun- 
ty, and acknowledged themfelves to 
owe to our faid Sovereign Lord the 
King, that is to fay, the faid A. B. 

the Sum of 1 o /. and the faid C. D. 

and 



and E. F. the Sum of 5 /. each, of 
good and lawful Money of Great" 
Britain^ to be made and levied of 
their Goods and Chattels, Land9 
and Tenements, refpeftively to the 
Ufe of our faid Sovereign Lord the 
King,his Heirs and Succeffors, if the 
faid A, B. ftiall make Default in the 
Condition underwritten. 

The Condition of this Recog- 
nizance is fuch, that whereas the 
above bounden A. B. is licenced to 
keep a common Alehoufe for one 
Year, from the 29th Day of this pre- 
fent Month. September, in the Houfe 
where he now d wellcth at— afore- 
faid if he the laid A. B. (hall keep and 
maintain good Order and Rule, and 

fhall 



/ball fuffer noDiforders, nor unlaw- 
ful Games to be ufed in his faid 
Houfe, nor in any Outhoufe, Yard, 
Garden, or Backfide thereunto be- 
longing, during the faid Term, then 
this Recognisance fhall be void, 
other wife to remain in full Force 
and Virtue. 

Note, That by 26 G. II. £ 3 1. Any 
Juftice on Complaint or Infor* 
: mation, that fuch licenfed Per/ba 
, hath committed any A&, where- 
by> in the Judgment of fuch Juf- 
tice) the Recognizance may be 
forfeited,qr the Condition broken, 
may, by Summons under Hand 
and Seal, require fuch Perfon to 
appear at the General or Quarter 

Seffions, 



Seflions, then and there to an- 
swer to the Matter of fuch Com- 
plaint or Information. 

See Mr. Burn foi Forms of Wan-ants, 

— To receive the Penalty on the firft 
Convi&ion of Drunkennefs, on 
4 J. C. 21. and 21. J. C. 7. 

— To levy the Penalty of Drunk- 
ennefs on Non-payment, by 4 J. 
C 5. 21 J. C.% 

Commitment to the Stocks for 
Drunkennefs, on Inability to pay 
the Penalty on 4* J. C 5. 21 J. 
C. 7. is as follows. 

D To 
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To the Confiabh of in the Coun- 
ty of 



w 



HEREAS A. 0. of- 



in the faid County, La- 
bourer, was on the—- — Day of 

convicted before me one 

of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace 
for the faid County, for that he, the 

feid A. 0. was cm the Day of 

— — drunk at aforefaid in the 

Parifti of in the faid Coun- 
ty, whereby he hath forfeited 5*. 
-And whereas it duly appears to me, 
that the faid A. 0. is not able to 
pay the faid Sum of .5/.; Th^feare 
therefore to require yclu in his Ma- 
jefty's Name, to fet him the faid 

A. 0. 
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A. 0. in the Stocks, there to re- 
main for the Space of fix Hours. 
Given, &c. &c. 

Other Forms of Warrants from 
Mr. Burn under the Title Ale- 
houfes. 

' — To levy the Penalty (10 s.) on 
Alehoufekeepers, for fuffering 
Tipling, on i J. C. 9. 

— For Commitment of Alehoufe- 
keepers for fuffering Tipling in 
Default of Diftrefs, on 1 J. C. 9. 

— To receive the Penalty (35. \d,) 
for Tipling, on 4 J. C 5. 1 ],C, 9. 
21 J. C. 7. 1 C.C. 4. 

D 2 To 
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— To levy the Penalty for Tipling 
on Non-payment, on "4 J. C. 5. 
1 J. C. 9. 21 J. C 7. and 1 C. 
£4- 

C o m m 1 tm b nt to the Stocks for 
Tipling, on Inability to pay the 
Penalty, on ,4 J. C. 5. is in this 
Form. 



To the Confiablt of- 



W HERE AS it has been 
duly proved before me 
that jL 0. o f J ourney* 

man Tanner, did on the Day 

of remain and continue drink- 
ing* 
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ing, and tipling in a common 
Alehoufe, known by the Sign of 

in the Parifh of ' in the 

County of contrary to the Sta- 
tutes in fuch Cafe made and pro- 
vided, by Reafon whereof he hath 
forfeited the Sum of 3 s. 4 J. to the 
Ufe of the Poor of the faid Pa- 
riih : And whereas it duly appears 
to me, that the faid A. 0. is not 
able to pay the faid Forfeiture— 
Thefe are therefore to require you 
to fet the faid A. 0. in the Stocks, 
there ttf remain by the Space of 
four Hours — And for your fo do- 
ing, this {hall be your fufficient 
Warrant. Given, &c. fcfc, 

30 
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30 G. II. An A& (inter alia) for 
preventing Gaming in Pub- 
lick Houfes, by Journeymen^ 
Labourers^ Servants and Ap~ 
prentices. 

AND whereas the Occupiers 
of many licenfed Publick 
Houfes, and of other Houfes, where- 
in Wines and Liquors are Ibid, fre- 
quently fuffer Gaming therein, 
and Journeymen, Labourers, Ser- 
vants, and Apprentices, by Means 
of fuch Gaming therein, not on- 
ly mifpend their Time, but are of- 
ten reduced to Poverty and great 
Diftrefs, be it therefore further 
enacted by the Authority afore- 

faid, 
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{aid, That from and after the 
29th Day of September, 1757, if 
any Perfon or Pcrfons licenfed to 
fell any Sorts of Liquors, or who 
fhall fell, or fuffer the fame to be 
fold in his, her, or their Houfe, 
or Houfes, or in any Out-houfes, 
Ground, or ■ Apartments there- 
to beloriging, (hall- knowingly fuf- 
fer any Gaming . with Cards* Dice, 
Draughts, ShtafRe Boards, Miffiflipi, 
or Billiard- Table, Skittles, Nine- 
pins, or with any other Implement 
of Gaming, in. his, her, or their 
Houfes, Out-houfes, Ground, or A- 
partmehts thereto: belongings by 
any fuch Journeymen, Labourers, 
Servants, or Apprentices, and mail 

be 
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be convicted of the faid Offence, 
on their own Confeflion, or on 
the Oaths of one or more credi- 
ble Witnefs, or Witneffes, before 
any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace 
for the County, Riding, Divi- 
sion, City, Liberty or Place, where- 
in the Offence ihall be committed, 
within fix Days after any fuch Of- 
fence {hall be committed, he, {he, 
or they fo offending, (hall for every 
fuch Offence, forfeit and pay" the 
Sum of forty Shillings; and for 
every like Offence, which he* (he, 
or they, mail afterwards be con- 
fided of, before any fuch Juftice 
or Juftices of the Peace, he, fhe, 
or they -fo offending, /hall forfeit 
i the 
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the Sum of ten Pounds ; all which 
Sums of Money, fo forfeited, (hall 
be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of 
the Offender's Goods and Chat- 
tels, by Warrant from the Juftice 
or Juftices before whom fuch Of- 
fender or Offenders (hall be con- 
victed ; and which Warrant every 
fuch Juftice or Juftices, is and are 
hereby required and authorized to 
grant. — And Three-Fourths of all 
Sums which (hall be fo forfeited, 
(hall, on the Recovery thereof be 
paid to the Church-Wardens of 
the Parifti, in which the Offe.T.e 
(hall be committed, for the \3fe of 
the Poor of fuch Pari(h — and the 
other fourth Part thereof (hail he 
E paid 
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paid to the Perfon or Perfons, on 
whofe Information the Party or 
Parties offending (hall have been 
convicted of the Offence. 

Such has been the Care of 
our Governors, by Ads of Parlia- 
ment, Proclamations, &c. almoft 
in every Reign fince the Reforma- 
tion, to prevent exce/Iive Drink- I 
ing, horrid Swearing and Ciirf- 
ing, Lewdnefs, Profanation of the 
Lord's-Day, and all other di/Iblute, 
immoral, and diforderly Pra&ices. 
But (alas!) how far has it been 
from anfwering the intended hap- 
py Effects ! 

"The 
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" The ant lent, true> and prin* 
H cipal Ufe of Inns, Alehoufes, 
" and Vi&ualling Houfes was (as 
" recited in the Preamble of the 
" A& to reftrain the inordinate 
" Haunting and Tipling in them) 
" for the Receipt, Relief and Lodg- 
" ing of Wayfaring People, tra- 
" veiling from Place to Place, and 
" for fuch Supply of the Wants of 
" fuch People, as are not able, 
" by greater Quantities to make 
" their Provifion of Victuals, and 
" not meant for Entertainment, and 
" harbouring of lewd and idle 
" People, to fpend and confume 
" their Money and their Time, in 

" a lewd 
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" a lewd and drunken Manner." — 
Well known to be too much the 
Cafe at this Time, and therefore 
ought to be duly weighed and 
deeply confidered by all thofe who. 
are any Way concerned in increa- 
fing and multiplying the Number 
of them. 



FINIS. 



